Attorney Docket No.: HOBSON/101/US 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re patent application of Bruce E. Dworak et al 
Serial No.: Examiner: 
Filing Date: Group Art Unit: 

For: Surgical Stapler Anvil With Nested Staple Forming Pockets 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1 450 

Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Applicant submits herewith patents, publications or other Information of which 
they are aware, which they believe may be material to the examination of the above- 
identified application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose In 
accordance with 37 CFR 1 .56. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an 
admission that ariy patent, publication or other information referred to herein or 
submitted herewith is "prior art" for this Invention unless specifically designated as 
such. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g) and (h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or 
that no other material information as defined In 37 CFR 1 .56(b) exists. 



It is respectfully requested that the listed document(s) be considered and 
officially cited in examination of this application. 



Date: February 18, 2004 

750 Main Street 

Hartford, CT 06103-2721 

(860) 527-9211 

Our Ref: HOBSON/101/US 

TJM:kcs 



Respectfully submitted, 
BRUCE E. DWORAK et al 




Thomas J. Menard 



Registration No. 42,877 
Mix, Yale & Ristas, LLP 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Form PTO-1449 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Application Number 


Inventor 

Bruce E. Dworak et al 


™° Surgical Stapler Anvil With Nested Staple Forming Pockets 


Filing Dato 


Group Art Unit 


Docket Number 

HOBSON/101/US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




3,490,675 


01/1970 


D.T. Green et al 


227 


19 






3,494,533 


02/1970 


D.T. Green et al 


227 


19 






3,499,591 


03/1970 


D.T. Green 


227 


76 






4,589,582 


05/1986 


Bilotti 


227 


19 






4,767,044 


08/1988 


Green 


227 


19 






4,805,823 


02/1989 


Rothfuss 


227 


19 






5,040,715 


08/1991 


Green et al 


227 


176 






5,111,987 


05/1992 


Moeinzadeh et al 


227 


180 






5,221,036 


06/1993 


Takase 


227 


19 






5,258,009 


11/1993 


Conners 


606 


219 






5,350,400 


09/1994 


Esposlto et al 


606 


219 






5,415,334 


05/1995 


Williamson, IV: 
Warren P. et al 


227 


178 






5.480,089 


01/1996 


Biewett 


227 


175.1 






5,487,500 


01/1996 


Knodel et al 


227 


181.1 






5.505.363 


04-1996 


Green et al 


227 


175.1 






5,562,241 


10/1996 


Knodel et al 


227 


175.1 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 





DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Translation 
YES NO 



















OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609; Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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Form PTO-1449 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Application Number 


Inventor 

Bruce E. Dworak et al 


Surgical Stapler Anvil With Nested Staple Forming Pockets 


Filing Date 


Group Art Unit 


Docket Number 

HOBSON/101/US 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




5,597,107 


01/1997 


Knodel et al 


227 


175.2 






5,630,540 


05/1997 


Blewett 


227 


176.1 






5,662,241 


09/1997 


Knodel et al 


O O 

227 


175. 1 






5,732,871 


03/1998 


Clark et al 


227 


1 75.1 






5,735,848 


04/199o 


Yates et ai 


DUD 










nR/1 QQQ 






219 






5,762,255 


06/1998 


Chrisman et al 


227 


175.2 






5,820,009 


10/1998 


Melling et al 


2,4.1 


1 /O.l 






5 941 442 


08/1999 


Geiste et al 


227 


175.1 






6,010,054 


01/2000 


Johnson et al 


227 


176.1 






6,131.790 


10/2000 


Piraka 


227 


176.1 






6,241,139 


06/2001 


Milliman et al 


227 


175.1 





























































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 





DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Translation 
YES 


NO 



















OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609; Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 



